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A Spe.-:i al Note

As vou study the photograph above, you can see that work is being done by
humans, animals {horses) and machines (a steam engine) on the left,

As gettlers hegan to move into the Wisconsin Territory and to what would become Wal-
worth County another change was well under wav. Power is the ability to pet work done.
Dhuring the earliest vears of sertlernent most of the work was done using muscle power—
buman and animal. . Trees were cleared 1o make farm liclds by hand—Ihuman muscle
pwer. Felds needed 1o be plowed wsing animal {(horses and oxen mouscle power) _|:Il1.|ié1.'l:|
I'I_'_r humans, ||an'r-51il1_!|l_ al CTops in the fall was |1:.' humans 1w'||'L'ing Ihr\-:m_gh the fields of
wheat using a xr:.'l:'l'l-e' and rradle to it and stack the wwheat— human moscle prver. The
proflems of using just muscle power 1o get work done on the farm and in the field was
that 1) it was hard difficult work and 2) only a small amount of work could be done slowly
OVEF T

Tirmes wiere, however, L']ungill.g. People |JL'_g¢n inventing machines or mechanical power
Iti :n*rlE.'n'q' human and animal mupscle e, [nventors {see page 1) started msing their
creative genins o huild machines that rould de the work of animals and bumans maore
efficiently, that is with less work and much more work in shorter amounts of time.  Ma-
chines operated by steam power came first, They were replaced by machines with paso-
line emgines that could do even more work in even less time than steam engine powered
machines.  Tliese |hu|_g1'ﬁ tesok place over a ]un.:_l period of time and are sill guing on 1o
dav. In between times humans and andmals continued to provide some of the power that

pot work done on the Tarm as they still do wday!
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A Great Idea!l
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A COUSIN’S LETTER HOME...

Peay Bewn,

(t seemed Like we had been traveling forever. At thmes it seems as though we would
never get too Wisconsin. Down the Erie Canal, over the Great Lakes to Southport.
Finally after buying a wagon and two oxen as well as supplies, we made our way
too walworth County to the property my Father had claimed over a year ago. We
were able to stop off for an overnight stay along the way) with some very friendly
people who had settled here a few wmonths ago.

W, Once we arvived, Father and tnele Joseph began bullding the cabin we are now Liv-

ing tn. it s built of Logs from oalke trees that grow everywhere here. it is much weore
primitive thaw our house back home. tt has only) one window and one door but it will
oo until we can build a better house some time in the future.

Please write to me soon as [ miss You and all of my) family back home dearly).
Annng

REAPERS AND KNOTTERS

George Esterly, Inventor

As mechanical power of machines began to replace the muscle power of humans and
animals, two Walworth County men became important inventors. They each helped
make great changes in how work got done. George Esterly invented a harvesting ma-
chine for cutting and stacking wheat. Pulled by horse power this machine allowed for
much more work to get done in much less time.

I'ill_:_ E_fm*} I_f.i:glj-] QE&‘:’J r%n-_.im-,

A MODEL OF BINFLECITY, DURLBSLTT AND EFFECT IVE WOEKING QUALITIES,
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ESTERLY HaRvesTING MACHINE Co.,
WHITEIE.!.E!;.B:. wWia;

Al amte,  Crad e Frywlar Corrrpteadne - Salindied

An advertisement for one of Esterly’s inventions

John Appleby invented a machine to knot the rope that holds bales of hay together for
easier transportation from field to barn. Remember machines were beginning to replace
muscle power to make work more efficient on the farm.
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WALWORTH COUNTY’S 150+ ONE-ROOM SCHOOLS

One-room schoolhouses were among
the first public buildings built when set-
tlers came to Walworth County, Wiscon-
sin. For most of Walworth County’s
early history the rural one-room school-
house was where most people got their
education. Students met daily in a single
room with the younger students seated
near the front and older students in the
4 back of the room. There were eight
s grades is the one-room schoolhouse with

| but one teacher. Courses taught included
geography, reading, arithmetic, writing
and history. Students often memorized
and recited their lessons in these subject
areas.

Researchers using information gathered by citizen historian Ken Amon have
uncovered that there were approximately 150 one-room schoolhouses in
Walworth County over the years since settlement began in 1836. Some of
these school buildings still exist such as the Blooming Prairie Schoolhouse
located on the fairgrounds of the Walworth County Fair in Elkhorn and op-
erated by Walworth County Historical Society. Half day field trips acquaint
elementary students of our county with what a school day in the life of stu-
dent was like in the average one-room schoolhouse many years ago. Other
old school houses may be seen around the county that have been changed in
to homes and other uses.

Looking for adventure?
Join WCHS
History Club For Kids
Today!!
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Another building in early settlements was a grist mill. Do

“...COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND
SHARING THE RICH HISTORY OF i
WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN Legacy for Kids!

you know what they were used for? See the next issue of
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